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There is an element of truth in such state-
ments. Not only does the economic plan, so
long as the production of manufactured articles
remains under-developed, entail a certain
How trae is degree of standardisation of consumer-goods,
m*? furniture, clothes, and small necessities, but the
entire public life of the Soviet citizen is also
extensively standardised. Meetings, political
speeches, debates, and club evenings are all as
alike as two peas, and political terminology
never varies throughout the whole of this huge
State.

Closer examination reveals that this notori-
ous " conformism " can be reduced to three
main features: uniformity of opinion in regard
Three to the fundamental principles of Communism,
eatures common jove of tjie soviet Union,  and the

confidence shared by all that in the near future
the Soviet Union will be the happiest and most
powerful country on earth.

First of all, therefore, it is generally accepted
that it is better for the means of production to
be in the possession of the community and not
of individuals. I cannot see that this conformism
is so bad a thing. In fact, to put it baldly^ it
seems no worse than for everybody to agree that